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MAIN ROADS — SUBCONTRACTOR PAYMENTS 
498. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Transport: 
My question is to the Minister for Transport. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! All that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition had said was, “My question is to the 
Minister for Transport.” That is all he said, yet it elicited about a dozen responses. It is not funny and it is not 
acceptable. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
I refer to the Auditor General’s report of 11 August and the disturbing findings that Main Roads Western Australia 
has weak statutory declaration processes and had accepted incorrect or incomplete statutory declarations. 
(1) Why has Main Roads been allowed to accept such low standards regarding statutory declarations? 
(2) Has the minister tasked Main Roads with instigating a review of its subcontracting policies in order to 

ensure that it observes best practice? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
(1)–(2) Main Roads has accepted and is implementing the Auditor General’s recommendations. I want to talk 

about the effort on transport spending. I want to give people some more facts about transport spending in 
this state. Last financial year, the budget allocated about $3.2 billion for asset investment. Despite all the 
supply chain issues, labour force issues, the pandemic and the war between Russia and Ukraine, our transport 
agencies delivered 98 per cent of the budgeted expenditure in asset investment. That is an incredible 
result. When I move around the state, I see local businesses being supported by our road spending. The 
former Liberal–National government outsourced all road spending in regional WA. It absolutely stripped it 
off local communities and now we are insourcing that work. We support local communities, local investment 
and local businesses and we will continue to do so. If members have any example of any subcontractor 
who is aggrieved, please let me know. 
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